Autumn 2 - December 2019

A World Class Education to
Create World Class Citizens.

Message from Mrs Quayum
It was lovely to see so many of you at the various events over this term including the Christmas performances. Well
done to all of the fabulous children, who put on great shows for you, and a big thank you to all the staff who
made it possible. I was pleased to see that parent meetings were so well attended this term. If you were unable to
meet the teacher on the day and you still have not had a meeting, teachers will be making appointments with you
in January. On the first day back in January we will be holding short parent workshops on Maths - a chance for
you to find out how you can best support your children with their Maths. You will then have the opportunity to go
into your child’s maths lesson to see your child in action. For those of you who are thinking you are no good at
maths, please don’t worry or let this stop you coming in. We are asking for just 30mins of your time to help you
support your child to do well in maths. I hope to see as many parents as possible - there will be a prize for the class
with the greatest number of parents attending.
It feels like it has been a long term packed full of learning. I know everyone has worked hard and both staff and
children are ready for a break. I want to thank the staff for all their hard work this term and for their commitment to the children - I really hope they manage to rest over the holiday. I hope all our families have a relaxing
holiday. To everyone who is celebrating Christmas, Merry Christmas. I wish everyone a Happy New Year and look
forward to seeing you on Monday 6th January.

Changes to Homework
From January there will be changes to the homework children are set. Research
shows that a child’s vocabulary (words they know) is a key indicator of a child’s
success at school, in exams and in life. One of the ways children can improve their
vocabulary is through reading. Knowing this reading is a big focus at school. From
January, most homework will be reading based.
We are also finding in Maths, children who are fluent in their number facts make
better progress in Maths. To help them become fluent, children need to practise
these facts regularly at school and home. Number fluency will be the focus for
maths homework. The homework children will be set is as follows:
Key stage 1
 Phonics book matched to their ability and a chosen picture/chapter book - daily
reading for 20 minutes a day - 5 days a week.
 Number fluency - number bonds - online resource to support - Handwriting.
sheets.
 Flip learning craft projects linked to upcoming topics or the school values
Key Stage 2
 Reading their chosen book. The children should be reading for 20 minutes a day
at least 5 days a week.
 A different reading task/challenge every week - linked to current topic areas.
 Number fluency - number bonds, splitting numbers, times tables
(including using online resources such as times tables rockstars)
 Handwriting - sheets focusing on practising specific joins
 Flip learning craft projects linked to upcoming topics or
the school values.

Autumn
Attendance
Winners

Well done to
6D who have
the best attendance over
the Autumn
Term.
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%

RB

93.0

1S

94.5

2A

96.1

2R

94.2

3L

95.4

3YH

96.2

4C

95.7

4O

95.9

5DT

95.8

5P

96.3

6D

97.0

6S

95.7

All

96.1

Topics to be studied in Spring 1
These are some of the exciting things that children will be learning about next term:
Nursery: Animals, The Gingerbread Man, Baking and Cooking
Reception: Bears, Caves and weather
Year 1: Seasonal Changes, Everyday Materials
Year 2: Maps
Year 3: Forces and Magnets, Changing planet/Natural disasters
Year 4: States of Matter, The Romans
Year 5: Earth and Space, Rainforests
Year 6: World War II, Electricity
If you are taking your child to the library over the holiday perhaps you can help them find books about
the areas that they will be learning about.
Every year we look to see which aspects of the school we can look at developing further - these are know as
Key Issues. Scott Wilkie’s current Key issues are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

To
To
To
To
To
To

ensure great learning - long term memory, vocabulary, AfL and feedback.
improve provision for EAL and SEN.
create global citizens and lifelong learners who are self motivated and self regulated.
ensure children are taught the basic skills well (reading/spelling/handwriting)
close gaps for vulnerable children and tackle attendance issues.
ensure strong number fluency and coverage.

School Council Update
(This is a new section of the newsletter and is written by School Council led by Mrs Payne)

Agents of Change School Council Conference
On Thursday 5th December, Year 4 and 5 School Council members went along to Park Primary School to meet
with other schools.
We learnt how to become effective agents of change to help us to make positive changes in our schools and in our
local communities.
Throughout the day, we took part in different workshops that will help us to become more confident when in group
situations, help us to lead by example and to think about what our roles and responsibilities may be. We also shared
and gathered ideas for our School Council
and this will help us to move forward and
become effective agents of change.
Christmas Jumper Day
Thank you to everyone who took part in
Christmas Jumper Day. The day raised
£257.30 for Save the Children.

Year 5 Ancient Greece Workshop
KS1 The Nativity Story - The Three Wise Men
KS1 Christmas Lunch

Enrichment
Autumn 2
Year 4 Visit to a Village - Terling

The Book Hut

Y2 - RE Conference

Year 2 - Paradise Wildlife Park
Year 6 - Vestry House Museum
KS2 - Dick Whittington Panto

Reception - The Tiny King

Year 6 - Ben Kinsella Workshop

Winter Fair and Disco

Dates to Note
School Closures
Last day of term - Fri 20th Dec - school shuts at 1.45pm
Monday 23rd December - Fri 3rd January. School re-opens for all
children on Monday 6th January.
February Half-term - Mon 17th - Fri 21st February 2020

Enrichment - Spring 1
Mon 6th Jan - Year 5 Anthony Glenn - Romeo & Juliet
Weds 8th Jan - Year 4 Hindu Temple
Mon 13th Jan - Year 3 Synagogue

Thank you to everyone who attended the Winter Fair and supported the school by purchasing
items. I hope you enjoyed the products the children made.
We were taken by surprise by the interest shown
in the Disco and unfortunately, as we had to
limit numbers for safety reasons, not everyone
who wanted to attend could do so. However,
now that we are aware we will ensure that
there is enough capacity next time. We will let
you know details. Thank you to Mr Rahman for
organising the fair and for bringing back the
Scott Wilkie Disco.

Mon 13th Jan - Year 3 Bikeability Level 1 training
Weds 15th Jan - Year 4 Bikeability Level 1 training
Thurs 16th Jan - Year 3 Science Museum
Fri 17th Jan - Year 6 RAF Museum
Mon 21st & Tues 22nd Jan - MET Police Workshops
Weds 22nd Jan - Year 5 Mosque
Weds 22nd Jan - Year 4 Kidzania
Friday 24th Jan - Y6 Houses of Parliament
Mon 27th/Weds 29th Jan - Year 5 - Royal Courts of Justice
Weds 29th Jan - Year 5 Planetarium in school
Weds 29th Jan - Year 2 Cable Cars
Fri 31st - Year 6 Theatre Trip - The Little Prince
Tues 4th Feb - Year 5 and 6 Internet Safety Workshops

Gold Standard
Well Done to our Cheerleaders who took part in
the 2019 Winter Cheerleading Showcase and
who were once again awarded a Gold Standard.

Weds 5th Feb - 2R National Portrait Gallery
Thurs 6th Feb - 2A National Portrait Gallery
Thurs 6th Jan - Years 3 & 4 Internet Safety Workshops
Fri 7th Jan - Years 1 & 2 Internet Safety Workshops
Fri 14th Feb - Rec, Y1 & Y2 - Drama and Performing Arts workshops

Events Parents/carers invited to attend
Monday 6th Jan - Maths workshop/join your child’s class(9-9:30am)
Mon 13th Jan - KS1 Parent Workshop - Importance of Reading (9am)

Marathon Medal Winners
Well done to the first Marathon Winners of
this academic year. These children have
already run the equivalent of a marathon.

