
 

 
 

  
 

Update -7/4/2020 

Dear parents and carers, 
 
I hope this update finds you all well and coping at home with your children. We really do miss them at 
school. As you know, we are only open to children that have Education, Health Care Plans, 1-to-1 
support, vulnerable families and key worker families. A big thank you to all those staff who have been 
placed on the rota this week to ensure our vulnerable children and key worker families are catered for. 
 

Staying in touch 
I plan to have a member of staff working in the school office every day so if you do need any advice or 
support or are struggling to cope please do not hesitate to contact us. We are here for you. If you can 
not get hold of anyone in the office, please contact Hannah Cleland on: 07891181367. 
 

Free School Meals 
Weekly food parcels are being offered to children entitled to free school meals. We have been ringing 
around to ensure that you are aware of this offer. Distribution this week will take place on Thursday due 
to the Easter weekend. Following this week, food parcels will be distributed every Friday. You will 
receive a text informing you of an allocated time slot to ensure social distancing. If you have any queries 
regarding this, please contact Hannah Cleland on 07891181367 
Hannah.cleland@hallsville.newham.sch.uk 
 

Be aware of scam emails 
We have been informed that some parents have received an email stating the following: ‘As schools will 
be closing, if you’re entitled to free school meals, please send your bank details and we’ll make sure 
you’re supported’. We can confirm that this is a scam email and is not official. We urge parents that if 
you receive any emails like this, please do not respond and delete it immediately. 
 

Home Learning 
The government has come up with a list of online learning resources that you may find of some use. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-
resources/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education 
 
I have found keeping some sort of structure works best. Try and ensure your child is up, dressed and has 
eaten their breakfast by at least 9:00am. Ensure school work is tackled in the morning. I find having a list 
of things that my child ticks off works best. For example. 1. Read for 20 minutes 2. Do your Matheletics 
and Rock Stars. 3. Check assignments in Google Classroom 4. Write a story or a poem. Also, don’t forget 
to add in some house work:  tidy bedroom and help with tea prior to PlayStation time and TV time. 
 

Good Behaviour 
I have been really impressed with the way the pupils are using Google Classroom to stay in touch with 
their friends and class teacher. They have been chatting well to each other and using it appropriately. It 
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is great to see the school values used so well used on their virtual classrooms. I have been regularly 
checking the work children have been doing online. 
 

Updates from the Local Authority 
The link below that is located on the local offer contains Newham Covid-19 service updates for 

parent/carers and families. This page will be continuously updated with new information as the weeks’ 

progress. 

https://families.newham.gov.uk/kb5/newham/directory/advice.page?localofferchannel=2&id=Rp1I24W

8t6k   

Council Tax 

If you are having difficulty paying your Council Tax due to the Coronavirus pandemic, please contact 

Council Tax and Benefits on 020 8430 2000. If your income has changed you may well be eligible for 

Council Tax Support which will pay up to 90% of your Council Tax. If you already claim Council Tax 

support, please tell us about the change using the online change of circumstances found on the 

Council’s website. If you do not currently have a claim for Council Tax support you can make a claim 

online. If you need help with making a claim or advice, our staff will quickly help you make a claim for 

this and can discuss payment holidays or even hardship grants towards outstanding Council Tax. Please 

don’t wait for your account to go into arrears before contacting us. We want to help support you in 

these difficult times. 

Rent Payments 

If you are having difficulty paying your rent due to the Coronavirus pandemic, please visit our Making a 

Benefit Claim pages on the Council’s website. This will help direct you to the right agency to deal with 

your claim. If you have an existing claim for Housing Benefit and your income has changed please visit 

the Benefits – Tell us about a Change page and complete the online change of circumstances form. If 

you need help or advice please contact Council Tax and Benefits on 020 8430 2000 and our staff will be 

able to help you. 

https://www.newham.gov.uk/Pages/ServiceChild/Coronavirus-(Covid-19).aspx#Advice 

Website 
I will be using the website to add any useful links that may support you.  Remember staying at home 
may be difficult but you are helping to protect yourself and others by doing so. 
 

Wellbeing 
Try not to be glued to the news all day and reassure your children. For further support click on the 
following link.http://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/coronavirus-covid-19-staying-at-home-
tips/ 
 

What if I have to leave my children unattended? 
There is no law about when you can leave your child on their own but it is an offence to leave them 
alone if it places them at risk. It is important to be aware that you can be prosecuted if you leave a child 
alone ‘in a manner likely to cause unnecessary suffering or injury to health’. The NSPCC recommends 
that children under 12 are rarely mature enough to be left alone for a long period of time, children 
under 16 should not be left alone overnight and babies, toddlers and very young children should never 
be left alone. 

What will happen to the SATS? 
Primary assessments, including SATs will not go ahead this summer. The exam regulator will work with 
teachers to provide grades to students whose exams have been cancelled this summer. 
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How do I keep my child safe online? 

As a school we are using Google Classrooms and safe learning platforms to minimise the risk of 
inappropriate online activity. LGFL offer online safety support to carers and pupils.  
https://www.lgfl.net/online-safety 
 
I am thinking of you all and your children. I am confident our community will rally around and support 
each other during these challenging times. As always thank you for your ongoing support. 
 
Keri Edge, Farhathafza Quayum, Lorraine Johnson, Kelly Jones, Kelly Hodkinson and Hannah Cleland 
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