
 

 
 

  
 

                Update -27/3/2020 

Dear parents, 
 

I would like to start this update to say that I hope that you are all safe and well.  
 

School as you know is only open to children that have Education, Health Care Plans, 1:1 support, vulnerable 
families and key worker families who have no alternative child care. A big thank you to all those staff who have 
been placed on the rota this week to ensure our vulnerable children and key worker families are catered for. 

 

Staying in touch 
I plan to have a member of staff working in the school office everyday so if you do need any advice or support or 
are struggling to cope please do not hesitate to contact us. We are here for you. 
 

Free School Meals 
Grab and Go bags have been available all week for Free School Meal children or those in need. We may, from 
sometime next week, be switching to issuing weekly food boxes (containing items such as bread, pasta and some 
fruit and veg) to better support you. Again, please contact the school office or email 
hannah.cleland@hallsville.newham.sch.uk if you want to take up this offer. Alternatively, the government may 
set up a national voucher scheme but we are awaiting news on this and will let you know if this happens.  
 

Online Learning 
Staff have been busy setting up Google Classrooms and we hope that by Wednesday 1st April, the majority of our 
pupils will be able to access their peers and teachers through this platform. Children must sign in with their 
Google accounts and follow the instructions that we have placed on the website. Class teachers will be ringing 
around chasing up children that are yet to log in. Please help us by ensuring your child has logged on. If you need 
login details and passwords please email Hannah or ring the school office. 
 

Home Schooling 
I attach a great link that offers advice and support around home schooling. 
https://about.futurelearn.com/blog/how-to-homeschool-during-school-shutdown 
My top tips: 
Create a daily timetable for your children that includes: reading, writing, grammar, spelling, maths (Mathletics/ 
rock stars); Google Classroom and Espresso for research.  
Break up the day with lots of down time: drawing, Lego, games, exercise. 
Allow 2 hours a day of non-learning screen time: PlayStation, TV etc 
 

Website 
I will be using the website to add any useful links that may support you.  Remember staying at home may be 
difficult but you are helping to protect yourself and others by doing so. 
 

Wellbeing 
Try not to be glued to the news all day and reassure your children. For further support click on the following link. 
http://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/coronavirus-covid-19-staying-at-home-tips/ 
 

I am thinking of you all and your children. I am confident our community will rally around and support each other 
during these challenging times. As always thank you for your ongoing support. 
 

Keri Edge, Farhathafza Quayum and Lorraine Johnson 
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